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Parental Responsibility for Home Health Services 

The Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) is in the process 
of amending current language in the Florida Medicaid Home Health 
Coverage and Limitations Handbook and the Florida Medicaid 
Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care (PPEC) Coverage and 
Limitations Handbook to more accurately describe the process for 
evaluating parental responsibility when reviewing requests for both 
private duty nursing and PPEC services for children under the age of 
21.  

Effective immediately, when determining the need for Private Duty 
Nursing (PDN) services, the Agency will not require that parents 
participate to the fullest extent possible in performing skilled 
interventions that normally could only be provided by a licensed 
nurse. The following language should be applied when determining 
parental responsibility in evaluating the need for PDN services:  

If the parents or legal guardians are willing and capable of 
providing more than activities of daily living (ADL) and 
instrumental activities of daily living (IADL) care, PDN services 
can be authorized to supplement the care provided by those 
parents or legal guardians.            

Medicaid can reimburse PDN services rendered to a recipient whose 
parent or legal guardian is not available or able to provide ADL and 
IADL care. Supporting documentation must accompany the prior 
authorization request in order to substantiate a parent or legal 
guardian’s inability to participate in the care of the recipient (i.e., 
work or school schedules and medical documentation).  If a parent 
or legal guardian is unable to provide a documented work schedule, 
a statement attesting to the work schedule must be presented to 



eQHealth Solutions when requesting authorization.  

If you have any questions, please contact your local Medicaid area 
office.  

  

 

  

LINKS 

Florida Medicaid Web Portal | Florida Medicaid Health Information 
Network | Florida Medicaid HIPAA Information | HIPAA Transactions & 

Code Sets Standard | National Provider Identifier Standard (NPI) | Florida 
Medicaid EHR Incentive Program | FloridaHealthFinder.gov 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT FLORIDA MEDICAID? 

Please direct questions about Medicaid policies to your local Medicaid area 
office. The Medicaid area offices’ addresses and phone numbers are available 

on the Area Offices Web page. 

 

ALERTS INFORMATION 

The Florida Medicaid program has created an e-mail alert system to 
supplement the present method of receiving Provider Alerts information and to 
alert registered subscribers of "late-breaking" health care information. An e-
mail will be delivered to your mailbox when Medicaid policy clarifications or 
other health care information is available that is appropriate for your selected 
area and provider type. 

Visit the Florida Medicaid’s Health Care Alerts page to subscribe now. You 
may unsubscribe or update your subscription at any time by clicking on the 
"Manage your subscription" icon in the footer of each e-mail. Other questions 
regarding the e-mail alert system can be sent to the Florida Medicaid Alerts 
Administrator. 
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